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WHY APOLOGETICS?



…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord 
as holy, always being prepared to make a 
defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you...

1 Peter 3:14-15



You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.

Luke 10:27



And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath 
days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, explaining 

and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and 
to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim 
to you, is the Christ.” And some of them were persuaded and 
joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks 

and not a few of the leading women.

Acts 17:2-4



Now [the Bereans] were more noble than 
those in Thessalonica; they received the word 
with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures 
daily to see if these things were so. Many of 

them therefore believed…

Acts 17:11-12



And without faith it is impossible to 
please Him, for whoever would draw 

near to God must believe that He exists 
and that he rewards those who seek Him.

Hebrews 11:6



APOLOGETICS IS A CALLING…

For All Christians





The question of the existence of God is the most important 
question that a human being can ask. If Christian theism is true, 
then there is a personal Creator and Designer of the universe 

who loves you and wants you to come into a personal 
relationship with Him forever. If that is true, this is the greatest 
news ever announced. So surely it’s incumbent upon us to look 

at the evidence and arguments.

Dr. William Lane Craig



THE HOW OF 
APOLOGETICS



APOLOGETICS IS NOT ABOUT:

Winning Arguments
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APOLOGETICS IS NOT A

Substitute for Theology



APOLOGETICS DOES:

Remove Intellectual Obstacles
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APOLOGETICS DOES:

Represent Christ Publicly



THREE LAWS OF DISCUSSION



1) Engage in personal and cordial discussion.
— Ask questions. Focus on meaningful obstacles; be wary of smokescreens.
— Woman at the Well: “‘Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place 
where people ought to worship.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.’” (John 4:20-21)

2) Be prepared.
— Memorize your own chosen reasons for belief. The person will ask.
— “For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in 
accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with 
the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then the twelve…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-5)

3) Adapt strategically to the flow of discussion.
— Identify common ground with the person; use evidence types they will accept.
— Paul in Athens on the Areopagus: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. For 
as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the 
unknown God.’ … Yet He is actually not far from each one of us, for ‘In him we live and move and have our 
being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are indeed his offspring.’” (Acts 17:22-23, 38)
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The majority of the nones in this country 
migrated from the Christian faith... [for] 

the Christians that have migrated into the 
“none” category, it is the church’s fault.

Andy Stanley
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